CHICAGO ILL. ~‘ ."..'-”_ ", S - - ‘.,‘ . e
SUN-TIUES RA00

. "Sanitized - Approved For Release : GIA-RDP75-:00004
I M. 538,780 | ( S IV IR
| Be 661,622 e '

Ol wussms -

"V““"""’""—'—T—-'p'-p-rv.-‘ "oy "?"hr_l'-?,"\-“"‘"-'"/. * ety e ST
- L. . . P

~

__,\":f~"

Do

P
H T e e

LT

essons

By Thomas B. Ross:

YT

I.c_ s(u:c thaty.

- L N Ao “, . . Y
h TR R M 2 his carrying owl his orders s he interideds
" Sun-Times Bureay - 1 them, o e T -

cler of the worst forcign policy] | ;;Sorenscnpo_irfts‘ j t S
s hung ovei’ Lyndon B, Johiison| hower's original pkin -for n ‘guerrilla infilteation of Cuba was
g ;‘this weekend as he struggled with the most critical decision|: transforméd by the. CiA into

I

4..conventional invnsion-‘"al-“
; of his‘awn Presidency. Co | Jthough ’Eispnho.\w_:r- was_apparently  not iufopﬂgd of, thg:
;- Laid out before him were the uncomfortable lessons of “Jdecision.” - A R !
. brthe abortive Bay of Pigs invasion ‘which came close to de-

I

t - - : B B . Lo e - . A-..
vl Sorensenand Schiesinper both cuntended that. despite Ken.;
;steoying -(he late John F, Kennedy as-a -political leader in}

nedy’s absolute prahibition o 1l "usé "of ‘dpen US" military] |

L Yilforce in thé<.iuw|sion{ the CIA spraceeded o the assumption
The lessons, which have a direct bearing on ‘the war in. (. —coascious or - tnconscivis—ihat . the President , would re-/

asr Q\ihincl"if"iwc'c.%fﬁary', fo il om g

v

Iy
X
PR glhis third month in-office jn April, 1961,

. . Viet Nam, were presented. in separate accounts by threée Ken- b verse himself . at the. 1
. ;lncdy advisets with intimate knowledge of the Cuban_debacle [i!ffaltccing apernsion.
;

. . { —Theodore C. Sorensen, Kennedy's chief adviser; " Arthur M1t s d‘g[f‘icuu for _u'l‘rogid(-éj,l‘-m'scnhmi‘é the Bﬁ{sq'fagls

M, Schiesinger Ir,, another - close White House Aide, and |1 ¢trom the wighful assessments o his advisers.

:‘Richard M. Bissell,. former deputy director of the Central || Sorensen and Schlesinger point o that the .CIA‘estimnled';f
,{ Intelligence. Agency and the man in ‘charge of _the invasinn.*.J l_)_cvickx_wﬁ_m;rss_;g_liscqmcm_;; in Culy whereas relafiveb;_lilﬁl_l_ei,
R B Required Reading - T ‘

: . . '

. Their revelations must have been required reading at the' ':'Iqr.“;r the invision whereas none miferialized, \
White House as President Johnson "and his leading advisers. | |5 1 i‘“_',‘-',"r".’"“'f‘,"' 2 President’ to P
‘I ¢ moved toward a decision on whether to.engage U.§ “troops J| 7 DPETRion once it is Jaunched, s e Kennedy oo e, S
1 ¢'in a full-scale land war in Southcast Asiain . - . Schiesinger ‘contends that by the lime Kennedy cumc,'mmii -

2
. ".For the post-mortems oq the Bay of Pigs.. underscored ffice, the invasion plan had taken on an independent- und 3
we : ' President lourned. 105

e

existed: and thal séme lype of popular, upr‘ising.'wmll-‘_quo‘ccm"? -

SRRy

Lonirol or ciinee_a major:
T I

TN

~

ive ]

TR

poe

j-several key dilemmas which confront a. President - and a | 1 'b”.“ lug":"cvcrsxhle.. life of s owm Thf L 0 :2

j governaient in times of grave national erisis. . T flHis eegrer, §ch]qmngcr, writes, that Contingency . Plnning 4
Y Itis very difficult for a President, any President, 1o rece ”!" -’.fef“"“"‘e- '-‘.s ?w_n, momgn.f_!m‘!_ gnd LSreate, Rl ‘.’“’ﬂé '
i straight and candid advice from his subordinates.” - - ]| .nh.|.y-. L hedy  as conframad. s e e
%' The President js ‘the. most. powerful individual.in the world - ,B'h_.h.c“. notes that Kennedy  was confronted, n effect, h.y' Bl
t And underlings are hesitant .to' contradict him .or set polic_v'.|- "T‘TL-.ng.(.e"f lnoerlcf. ”. he had fnb_qndongd? the c')pemt.mn.__,

| i:for fear of iheir iobs," theijr influerice, or even the possibility -1 e '8 S-tiban exile invasion fc‘)rc‘e_‘;n. ICenvlrnl‘_.‘Amenca. ""ghtr’

: thiat they will be Considered “soft.™ U - [hpee goric.on 4 rampage. o .
Bt ) Opposed To Invasion 1" They* were™ the most powerful milit

o> Schlesingert mukes i clear that Kenped

S R
ary - force - hetween )

. L
: I IMexica ¢ " Bis T it T empe
g ; y was opposed o' c"':}“ ""d ';ﬂ"ifmi};h lills.ﬁcll gb;erved.;l.. and it s entirely | -
| #the Bay of Pigs invasion but largely held his tongue out of ’ Pbie that they mig t have tried to seiven huse: . Nica-.)
Fimistaken awe of established and famous .govérnmeat experts..If- [

va, Honduras .or Guatemala. -‘Thc;é'ris not lhe,slighmr;'l
|5l Lone adviser -opposed  the adventiire,”;: Schlesinger (|, [/t 4ha they could have defeateq any Gualemalan force.”
& Wrote M oelieve thuy- ennedy would 'havé,'c:l‘r'icelsﬁ it. ‘Not' ["p[t is difficult for a President to keep domestic politicy out 4
& one spoke against i." ’ o N of major forelgn-pohcy-;'decisions." T ELT e

[P D
5' Schlesinger, Sorenson a ' “[\s Sorensen remaarks, the" President. was .in “¢ireer,
n

R nd Bissell agrée that he and,
2 the Joint Chicfs of Stafl failed to e?i)ress to th:ﬁ&.'mn(:? el on taking ofice as to, “whether he wis“as willin

Phon |y their misgivings atout changes in the invasion plan, perhapy. [ Rapublicans to bermit-and. assist (Hese exilés to free theirly o5
&7 |Ebecause they tinconsciously felt that the ‘scheme would - be' | P island - from diclatorship, ‘or. whether e was. willing m-’fj O
= [Fabandoned if they objected. . | - ' P elidate their well-lid cpreparalions ., ‘

&

chal-
g sy

=

T

- C ‘ s and ) have thems o S SN
K . . . . . . ! . 4 oy v At I ved iRt ‘enr . A SRR
2 There nlq a i~nrc_)ng femptation for a Presiden o let his.| ; .'m;‘:: t(l'\:_“\rvs:.r.(ll' 4Il,!fu Kenncdy .hflfll.mtrJyt:i: ﬁg\:ur .__ag}lcm'mv,‘m_;.'{ O
own political instincts be overridden by the o inions of, S I N T R L te T Ty
'_,'hf"ex"c"s;' o . oy 1 o P R 03 \ .?. 1|;:'¢;$’ :;Lxl'c,ﬁ;)nlw,:f the L‘?"-‘}"‘?““b'.‘f”- thc_\l;:ny_f»[:ffigs bl l» O E
: > - Ir “You n.l‘wnys assume: Schiosinger quotes Kennedy as say, o h-n.'( gmgl}p. x:‘n _m' his quv:p..n!omc't_n_( of ¥ruith, .“,',h‘.'!h“:.4 R S
Do | ing later, “thag the military ang intelligence people have some | 48 mastered - them : ‘may, soon ly:g._‘p.n:{cv‘- kinven: “jn.y thie™
i secret skill noy available -lO;Ordinnry-mormls."_ L L ey R L .

1] i )
‘ . "How could I have been so far off Dbase?”

i - ] Kennedy remarking, “Ajl my

w0 - Ydepend on (he experts.. How-

o {12! them.go ahoagiys

o | 2 Junles of Viet Num, .
Sorensen cecatis; || . .. L
life I've known. better than tof
could I-have been, so. stuin: y




